Book reviews
There are a number of books dedicated exclusively to neonatology but this must be one of the most detailed. The editor has collected together 30 American physicians and surgeons who piece together many of the problems of the newborn. I am sure there is very little missing, but it was surprising that no mention of exomphalos could be found in an otherwise comprehensive book.
The subject matter is arranged in an inviting manner, under chapter headings such as the high risk infant, emergencies in the delivery room (dealing with resuscitation and conditions requiring early treatment), special management of craniofacial problems and care of the mother. Under metabolic and endocrine disturbances, infants of addicted mothers are included, something which no doubt pediatricians in this country will be seeing more of in the future.
The editor suggests in the preface that the book will serve a wide variety of readers. This is true in a sense because the high quality and depth of the contents must make it one of the best current volumes on neonatology. Clearly those working in newborn units (be they doctors, nurses or students) will find it invaluable, and such people will be intermittently delving into the contents. Nowadays, with books so expensive, and this one is no exception, there will be relatively few who will wish to buy this outstanding volume, but it would be an excellent purchase for paediatric and newborn departments, where it will be in almost constant use.
MICHAEL JOSEPH
Recent Advances in Physiology 9 edited by R J Linden pp ix+467 illustrated £9.50 Edinburgh & London: Churchill Livingstone 1974 'It was hoped that each chapter would help "students" of physiology to make the transition from general knowledge of the topic to an understanding necessary for the appreciation of evidence contained in monographs and original papers.' The book's success should be judged by the editor's laudable objective. How far have the 12 distinguished authors succeeded in their nine chapters? Professor Linden, by giving us among other things six pages on instrumentation, calibration and the care of animals, begins in the right vein.
The others conform less or more to the objective. The first three on the cardiac action potential, excitation-secretion coupling and the muscle contraction are a reminder of how mathematical physiology has become. This transition for most students is difficult and the authors do not always make it easy.
The chapter on the kidney, while full of ingenious methods, would be improved if the complex descriptions were accompanied, for the pictorially minded, by explanatory illustrations. The chapter exemplifies the proliferation of research papers. In spite of protestations that only the most essential have been quoted there are about 150; one would like to see some 10 key papers starred. The reader's day is only 24 hours! Fox, in what regrettably must be one of his swansongs, gives an admirable review of temperature regulation in man, more sure-footed in his own fields than when he moves into the model world where arguments are harder to follow.
The final chapter on observations on the undisturbed foetus (more correctly, relatively undisturbed) offers a remarkable insight into intrauterine life and development.
In conclusion this is a good book, almost attaining its editor's high hopes. But why are there so many misprints and why, for what should obviously be a widely read book, is it so unesthetically produced, in spite of its high price ?
RAINER GOLDSMITH Scientific Foundations of Surgery edited by Charles Wells CBE spk FRCS James Kyle DSC Mch FRCS FRCSI and Englebert Dunphy MD HOI1DSC FACS 2nd edn pp xix+838 illustrated £15.50 London: William Heinemann Medical 1974 The first edition of this book, published in 1967, was immediately recognized by reviewers as an important text providing the physiological background to general surgery. This new edition brings the subject matter completely up to date. There are 133 contributors, drawn mainly from the United Kingdom and the USA, but with an almost worldwide distribution. They are mainly practising surgeons, but there are also physicians, pathologists and basic scientists among their numbers, many of whom are medical household names. After preliminary sections on the cell and genetics, there is an extensive contribution on immunology, which includes a useful introduction to its basic concepts. There follow chapters on the specific physiological systems, on the general tissue changes of inflammation, infection and healing, and on cancer and cancer therapy. There is a final brief section on elementary statistics.
The text is admirably written and profusely illustrated. The references include publications as recent as 1973. This is a book which can confidently be recommended to candidates for the Primary FRCS and to all surgeons who wish to have an up-to-date reference work on the physiological basis of their art. HAROLD ELLIS Community Dentistry by Clifton 0 Dummett DDS MPH ppxxii+208 $12.75 Springfield, 111.: Charles C Thomas 1974 Dr Dummett has compiled this monograph of ten chapters with the assistance of several contributors. It does not completely succeed in clarifying the concepts of community dentistry, partly because the efforts at definition seem so broad as to embrace the whole of the dental and-social science curricula. However, it helps to explain the changes in systems of delivery of dental care in the United States at the present time and as envisaged in the near future, when it is anticipated that a National Health Insurance programme may be implemented. The contributions vary considerably in quality with only a few meeting the implied aim of the subtitle 'Contributions to New Directions'. Chapter 4 provides interesting suggestions for changes in the education and career structures of dentists and ancillary workers. It also suggests the application of industrial research techniques to health services research. A radical model of dental group practice based on community ownership is developed in chapter 6 and another approach (the 'Bio-Medical Complex') is proposed in chapter 8. The penultimate chapter suggests that the social sciences could aid rational decision making about dental care in the future although there is not much evidence of this so far!
The British reader will find this book of limited value as it is strongly oriented to the situation in the United States, but students of dental care delivery systems may gain some enlightenment.
DAVID W JOHNSTON
Psychiatry in a General Hospital by J Crawford Little MD FRCP FRCPsych DPM pp xi+104 £2 London: Butterworths 1974 This book presents an extremely clear account of the clinical experiences of a psychiatric team in a district hospital unit over a two-year period. The survey covers 1050 consecutive psychiatric admissions.
The book is sober, detailed and sensible and gives useful information about the experiences of the unit. The authors are aware of the best uses to which a general hospital unit can be put and also of the possible limitations. The book is full of intriguing titbits, including 'when is a patient not a patient?' Highly recommended. Professor Walton's book, by 41 authors from five countries (the Scots would have us say six), has grown again -this time to 1149 pages. But it is none the less valuable for that. Indeed, in his preface, Professor Walton acknowledges that in this complex field a certain amount of duplication and overlap is necessary, so that each chapter can stand as 'a comprehensive essay upon the topic to which it is devoted'. This aim has very largely been accomplished. Many of the authors have, in these essays, succeeded in crystallizing the results of previous experiments and observations, and indicated how these provide the
